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The Boxer Protocol of 1901 and the Interaction ofthe Grand Council,
the Minister of the Plenipotentiary and the Southeast Governors

"

Abstract: The Qing government used a special political process in its negotiations with other powers over

the Boxer Protocol. The central court in Xi’ an, the minister of plenipotentiary, and the governors

of southeastern provinces formed a unique trilateral framework in this process. This article

reexamines the formation of this trilateral network and reveals the responses of each side toward

several key terms of the protocol. It points out that the ministers of negotiation in the north and in

the south generally followed their own way, while the court tried to mediate between the two sides

and for that purpose the court even made some sacrifices on the negotiation terms. The

discrepancies among the three sides during the negotiation led to China’s great loss in the

protocol.

Key Words: The Boxer Protocol the Boxer Movement Li Hongzhang Rong Lu Liu Kunyi
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