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An Influential Shanyin Family and the Ming-Qing Transition Yang Haiying (37)

The fortunes of the Wu family of Shanyin in Shaoxing., Zhejiang Province, can act as a
marker of the dynastic change from the Ming to the Qing. The family rose to prominence in the
ninth year of the Ming Emperor Wanli, when Wu Dui became governor of Jiliao and Minister of
War. Relying on the family” s influence, a distant relative, Wu Zongdao, established close ties
with Korea during the Eastern Expedition. Wu Dabin and his nephew Wu Tingzhong, from the
same branch of the family, went to Liaoning but fled, either dying or living on as adherents of
the previous dynasty. Their implacable opposition to Mao Wenlong reflects the contest between
the new and old forces in Dengzhou and eastern Liaoning. The blood relationships behind Wu
Xingzuo, newly ennobled in the eight banners, were artificially expunged due to the politics of
the Ming-Qing transition, highlighting the Qing official historians’ practice of blotting out
forbidden details. By comparing official and private together with Chinese and foreign historical
materials with various taboo names and examining the histories of some members of the Wu
family, we can find the details and characteristics of how this influential family fared and how it
maintained its prosperity when the dynasty changed, as well as gain a partial view of the Ming
government’ s difficulties in managing eastern Liaoning, the way the Qing carried on Ming
institutions, and the tactics and features of the Qing construction of a national image. This
research can deepen our awareness and perception of the multi-faceted issues involving individuals

and families as well as society and culture during the transition from the Ming to the Qing.

Western Discussion and Knowledge of Ancient Chinese History in the Early 19th Century
Wu Yixiong (55)
Westerners’ discussions and debates over ancient Chinese history in the early 19th century
were not just an extension of European scholars’ long-term interest in the subject; they
represented a further development in a new era. At the beginning of the 19th century, the Dutch
scholar Isaac Titsingh and the French scholar Chrétien-Louis-Joseph de Guignes doubted or
rejected the traditional system of ancient Chinese history. Their work struck a chord with
Christian missionaries in China and with British and American scholars, who published a number
of related works. Among them, Karl Gutzlaff’ s proposition that “Confucius fabricated history”
and the view “the later the time of record, the earlier the start of ancient Chinese history was
supposed to be” deserve note. However, French and German scholars such as Abbé Jean Baptiste
Grosier, Heinrich Julius Klaproth and Agricol-Joseph Fortiad’ Urban disagreed with these
views. The two sides had a heated debate on the authenticity of the historical materials in the
Shang Shu, the Chinese historiographical tradition and the status of the biblical system of
chronology. Although their viewpoints were different or even starkly opposed, they are still

important for the history of Western Sinology and of Sino-Western cultural exchange.

The Issue of the Chinese Side’ s “Plenipotentiary Powers” before and after the Negotiation of the
Boxer Protocol Dai Haibin (75)

As Ministers Plenipotentiary appointed by the Qing government, Yi Kuang and Li
Hongzhang were the diplomatic representatives directly responsible for the negotiation of the

+ 189 -
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Boxer Protocol. The issue of plenipotentiary powers predated the end of the Boxer Rebellion; it
was inseparable from the nature of the war, the situation of wartime negotiations, and changes in
the relationship between the central and local governments. It took several months for the Qing
court to confirm its representatives at the peace talks, because the Western powers used their
military strength and political influence in China to intervene in the Qing court’ s internal
personnel arrangements. This provides an indirect reflection of the competitive relationships
among the powers. The peace talks after the war involved not only negotiations between the Qing
court and the Western powers, but also the games of various political forces including the Xi” an
Grand Council, the plenipotentiary representatives in Peking, the governors of southern and
eastern China and Ministers at legations abroad. In pluralist diplomacy, at times the central and
local governments can act in concert, striving for economic rights. However, the Qing
government then was in a weak position in the international power structure, and taken in
conjunction with bureaucratic politics and factional conflict, this meant that the dispersal of
diplomatic power actually revealed over a large canvas the limitations of traditional negotiating
tactics. The issue of plenipotentiary powers during this period effected changes in the dynasty”’ s
internal affairs, diplomacy and other areas, changes that influenced historical trends for a long

time to come.

The October Revolution and the Construction of the Early Revolutionary Discourse of the Communist
Party of China Chen Jinlong (93)

The construction of revolutionary discourse requires the evidence or support of a successful
exemplar. In the early days of the CPC’ s construction of a revolutionary discourse, it used the
October Revolution to illustrate the trends of the times and changes in the international
background, to respond to misunderstandings and rumors about socialism in Soviet Russia, and
to demonstrate the legitimacy of the Chinese revolution. It also used the October Revolution to
explain the path of the Chinese revolution, showing that revolution required the guidance of
theory and the support of the people, armed struggle, the leadership of a political party, and a
world alliance. In addition, it used the October Revolution to explain the political, economic, and
cultural policies that would be adopted in the course of the Chinese revolution and after its
victory, forecasting its future. The use of the October Revolution in the construction of the CPC’
s revolutionary discourse was based on the success of the socialist practice of Soviet Russia, the
similarity between China and Russia, ordinary people’ s positive feelings about the Soviet
Russian government, Sun Yat-sen’ s attitude toward the October Revolution and the advocacy of

the Comintern.

Stilicho and the Political Situation of the Later Roman Empire: From the Perspective of Anti-
Germanic Feeling Dong Xiaojia (107)
Between 395 and 408, Flavius Stilicho, regent of the Western Roman Empire, pursued a
policy of controlling the administrative regions of East Illyricum and Thrace in the Eastern
Empire. His strategic goal was the reunification of the Roman Empire; his personal goal, the
consolidation of his power. The intellectual background of the policy was the revival of the
¢ 190 -



